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GRIZ HIT THE 
ROAD
The National Coalition for 
Men is looking to start a chap-
ter at the University of Mon-
tana next fall. NCFM Campus 
coordinator and spokesman 
Christopher Thompson said 
that he is working on meeting 
with fraternities in the next few 
weeks to get them on board 
with the NCFM platform.
NCFM started in 1977 as a 
male response to the feminist 
movement. Thompson started 
a chapter at Montana State Uni-
versity last year, and the group 
now has 15 members. Nation-
wide, the group has attracted 
controversy and criticism. It’s 
been called sexist and misog-
ynistic, but Thompson said the 
group is misunderstood.
“I would say in a sense, it’s 
about true gender equality,” 
Thompson said. “Right now 
things aren’t equal in a lot of 
ways. We’ve got a of lot laws 
that totally favor women.”
In Bozeman, the group has 
Clark Vowell recognized the 
symptoms, but he didn’t want 
to face the reality. He thought 
of himself as a healthy 16-year-
old kid — a little skinny, but 
not one with a serious disease. 
However, after a month of 
waiting, doctors confirmed his 
fears: he had Type 1 diabetes.
“I only thought diabetes 
came from eating too much 
sugar and bad food,” Karen 
Vowell said, after her son Clark 
told her he might have diabe-
tes. “He started losing weight 
and looked like a skeleton. We 
knew he wasn’t a druggie.” 
Diabetes is a disease in 
which the body does not pro-
duce or properly use insulin, a 
hormone necessary to convert 
Blood sugar blues:
MISSOULA
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Clark Vowell came to terms with his Type 1 diabetes, avoiding radical diet changes and pursuing a pharmacy degree inspired by his affliction.
Katheryn Houghton
Montana Kaimin
sugar, starches and other food 
into the energy needed for dai-
ly life. 
Type 1 diabetes, or T1D, is 
an immune disorder in which 
the body attacks and destroys 
insulin-producing beta cells in 
the pancreas. In Type 2 diabe-
tes, the body either does not 
produce enough insulin, or the 
cells ignore the insulin.
The symptoms Karen no-
ticed in her son were those of 
T1D. While Type 2 diabetes can 
be prevented, controlled and 
even cured with a healthy diet 
and exercise, Clark’s condition 
is genetic and, for now, incur-
able. 
Tuesday marked the 25th 
Annual American Diabetes As-
sociation Alert day, and accord-
ing to the American Diabetes 
Association, 7 percent of the 
U.S. population is living with 
this disease. 
The number of Americans 
with diabetes has continued 
to increase, according to the 
Center for Disease Control’s 
most recent National Diabetes 
Fact Sheet. So has the number 
of Americans with prediabetes, 
a condition that increases their 
risk of T2D, heart disease and 
stroke.
“When you think diabetes 
and Type 1, you think some 
things are over,” Karen said. 
“Buts it’s just a different life-
style  — you don’t need to watch 
every little rock or crevice.” 
While Karen said she took a 
while to understand this, Clark 
was proactive about living a 
normal life.
“If anyone could lead the 
way in this, it is Clark,” Karen 
said. “From the beginning his 
learning curve was ahead of 
mine as he began to ask him-
self what to do to handle this 
disease.” 
Karen watched as her son 
learned how to check his sugar 
levels, watch how many starch-
es he ate and take insulin. She 
said that for family members 
who have discovered their 
loved ones have diabetes, sup-
port is always important.
“Gauge the person’s per-
sonality and play it to their 
strengths,” she said. “Fortu-
nately, Clark kind of did this 
on his own.” 
As many as 3 million Amer-
icans may have T1D, according 
to Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation International, a re-
search center looking for a cure 
See DIABETES, page 4
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Divisive group 
eyes Missoula
Bjorn Bergeson
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Living with Type 1 diabetes
When a cop pulls someone 
over and approaches the sus-
pect’s car, have you ever no-
ticed that the officer always 
rests their hand atop the roof? 
Have you ever wondered why? 
The University of Montana’s 
Student Law Enforcement 
Academy provides answers 
to such questions and more in 
free, open forums designed to 
bridge the gap between police 
departments and the commu-
nity.
“Most people don’t take time 
 CAMPUS
Cops in the 
classroom
Brett Berntsen
Montana Kaimin
See POLICE, page 5
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WHAT THE FGCU?!
By Erik C. Anderson, sports editor
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The Montana Kaimin, in its 115th 
year, is published by the students of 
the University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
the Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control 
over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and written 
by Kaimin editors. 
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By Jenna Franklin
A global conversation
LIFE IN THE UNIVERS(ITIES)
 EDUCATION COLUMN
Oh, Blake … Elrod’s descent from Dunharrow? I miss you, man. Any-
way, your column on culture shock in Italy got me thinking about Montana. 
We’re unique because there simply isn’t the vast diversity of cultures and 
ethnicities you see in most other states. At the University of Montana, there 
are international groups and Native American affiliates. But we are by no 
means a melting pot, and for many out-of-state students, it’s a real surprise. 
Growing up in Memphis, Tenn., I paid little attention to the milieu of colors 
and cultures around me. Finding the opposite in Montana has instigated a 
hyper-awareness of race and the dialogue surrounding it. 
Hilary Grabowska, a UM junior studying history, is from Shepherd-
stown, W.Va. She grew up shopping in Washington D.C., while her father 
sat in mall atriums attempting to identify the profusion of languages she 
heard. She is keenly aware of Montana’s lack of fluid diversity. Even the way 
people (in Montana, and elsewhere) talk about race and ethnicity is different 
from her home region.
“It’s not the typical racism,” Grabowska said. “It’s not violence. It’s more 
hidden. People say things, and I think they should know better. Even if they 
don’t find it offensive, somebody else might.”
Grabowska’s culture shock experience helped her understand the im-
portance of studying other cultural groups. She has picked up a minor in 
African American studies and is now conducting related research.
“I think by studying other races, other minorities, another culture that’s 
not your own, you’re just better equipped to go out into the world and actu-
ally have a global conversation,” she said. 
Her research examines the role of religion for students at Howard Uni-
versity, an African American institution, during the civil rights movement 
of the mid 20th century. She admits there’s not much written about this top-
ic. However, she has noted religion does not appear close to the core for most 
individuals, despite the institution’s original role as a theological seminary 
and the school chapel’s regionally renowned sermons. One possible expla-
nation: Religion’s fading importance for a younger African American gen-
eration was one example of a mass American shift away from religiosity. 
Regardless of ultimate conclusions, her research feeds directly into form-
ing a foundation for an intellectual dialogue about race. I asked her how she 
felt as a white person studying African American history. 
“I came from an integrated community,” Grabowska said. “If you were 
white (in D.C. malls), you were not the majority. Diversity was normal. My 
high school was very eclectic, too.”
Two summers ago, when an online course required her to write about a 
time she had seen racism, Grabowska didn’t know how to answer. 
“Now I could,” she said. “But with all the minorities and different cul-
tures, you get so many different types of racism now. People just don’t know 
what it looks like and don’t know how to react to it.”
This is the universal root of culture shock, I’d say: ignorance. Racism of-
ten isn’t defined by actions anymore; it’s our words and how we use them 
to talk about other people. 
As my great aunt in Mississippi says, “She don’t know no better, bless 
her heart.” 
It might seem funny to forgive someone for ignorance, as if there’s noth-
ing they could do to change. But they can. And honestly, many should. Be-
ing able to talk credibly and inoffensively about race is a key to success in 
our increasingly global world.  
jenna.franklin@umontana.edu
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Let’s be real for a minute. This past March Mad-ness week you’ve either 
heard of Florida Gulf Coast 
University, became the latest 
and greatest fanboy/fangirl or 
considered enrolling at FGCU. 
If you haven’t, you’re behind.
This No. 15 seed Cinder-
ella story exploded onto the 
scene first by upsetting No. 2 
seed Georgetown 78-68 in the 
second round of NCAA Tour-
nament. Then they outclassed 
No. 7 seed San Diego State 81-
71, becoming the first No. 15 
seed to advance into the Sweet 
Sixteen in tournament history.
It’s why seemingly every 
news outlet has pumped out 
a FGCU story this week. Ev-
erybody is cashing in on the 
hype, but not many under-
stand it. (I’m not even sure 
FGCU understands it either. 
Open up fgcu.edu and you’re 
greeted by — what else? — a 
“DUNK CITY!” landing page. 
Apparently athletics do come 
before academics.) 
Understanding the basket-
ball mechanics is a different 
story. 
FGCU head coach Andy En-
field has now been over-quot-
ed saying his team plays “open” 
and “free.” This translates to, 
“Well, I really don’t have to 
coach at all.” And you can see 
it on the court! FGCU’s offense 
consists of one of several talent-
ed, athletic ball-handlers cre-
ating shots off the dribble for 
other teammates, sometimes 
with a screen, sometimes with-
out. It’s a step above the offense 
ran at pickup games in the 
Rec Center, only coach Enfield 
isn’t arrogant enough to call 
his offense a deliberate slash-
and-kick offense much the way 
John Calipari did in 2008 when 
his Derrick Rose-led Memphis 
Tigers nearly won a national 
championship. 
Now, supreme athleticism 
and incredible shooting per-
centages — FGCU shot over 
56 percent in the second half 
of both tournament games — 
will win you many games, but 
athletic ability only goes so 
far. What happens if the Ea-
gles have a cold-shooting night 
against 13-point favorite and 
No. 3 seeded Florida? 
That’s where the defense 
comes in. I don’t mean to tell 
you Enfield is a dancing puppet 
in a coach outfit, because his 
squad definitely defends. The 
key to the Eagles offense may 
come from their defense that 
allows guards and forwards 
to overplay passing lanes and 
overpressure ball handlers. It’s 
been said Rick Pitino’s Louis-
ville Cardinals team keeps an 
unofficial stat for ball deflec-
tions. FGCU should, too. They 
get more tips than an Mo. Club 
bartender. 
This week, as the 1 percent 
of America that picked FGCU 
to make the Sweet Sixteen in 
their ESPN bracket celebrates 
and FGCU continues to pump 
out YouTube videos sampling 
popular rap songs (dunk city, 
y’all), we’ll see if the Eagles 
continue to fly high with their 
gravity defying alley-oops.
erik1.anderson@umontana.edu
@ErikCAnderson
#DOMA
GAY MARRIAGE
REACTION TWEETS
In 1996, the US enacted 
DOMA, and Cartoon 
Network premiered 
Dexter’s Laboratory.  The 
wrong one is still alive.
@SethMacFarlane
Seth 
MacFarlane
Bradley 
 Kneeland
@bradleykneeland
#DOMA Ain’t nobody 
got time for that
@KalyaBobzin
Marriage should be 
about hearts, not parts 
#samelove
@HatfieldJess
It’s man and woman. 
Not man and man or 
woman and woman. 
#ManandWomanKalya Jessica 
Hatfield
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Gov. Bullock signs 
sex offender bill into law 
MONTANA
Associated Press
HELENA — Under a new 
law, out-of-state sex offend-
ers living in Montana will 
be required to submit a DNA 
sample to be included in a 
state-wide sex offender DNA 
database.
Senate Bill 213 passed both 
chambers unanimously un-
der the sponsorship of Dem-
ocratic Sen. Cliff Larsen, of 
Missoula, and was signed 
into law Wednesday by Gov. 
Steve Bullock.
The bill was also backed 
by Attorney General Tim Fox, 
who says that the information 
will help authorities track sex 
offenders.
Montana State Forensic Sci-
entist Megan Ashton says that 
2000 out-of-state sex offenders 
living in Montana are already 
on the sex offender registry. 
The law will require they now 
provide a DNA sample to the 
DNA database.
Fort Peck Dam repairs to cost $42.9M 
BILLINGS — The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers has 
approved spending more than 
$42.9 million to repair dam-
ages to Fort Peck Dam after 
the record 2011 flooding that 
broke levees and swamped 
homes along the Missouri 
River.
It is part of $234 million 
slated for more than 100 proj-
ects to stabilize dams and 
levees from Fort Peck to the 
river’s junction with the Mis-
sissippi River.
The 2011 flooding was 
caused by near-record snow-
pack that remained on the 
ground later than normal 
and then ran off into ground 
already saturated by heavy 
rainfall, which also boosted 
the Missouri River’s flow. Al-
most one-third of the homes 
in Minot, N.D., were damaged 
by flooding.
Six contracts have been 
awarded to repair Fort Peck 
Dam, the most expensive of 
which is more than $33.8 mil-
lion that will go to rehabilitate 
the dam’s plunge pool, the 
Billings Gazette reported.
ASI Constructors Inc. of 
West Pueblo, Colo., has been 
contracted to build a coffer 
dam to dry out the plunge 
pool, then install and anchor 
concrete.
That work is not expected 
to be completed until Decem-
ber 2015.
“We allowed three years for 
that work,” said John Daggett, 
Fort Peck project manager. 
“Part of the job is to cut those 
bank walls back and stabilize 
those.”
Another $6.62 million will 
go to rehabilitating the dam’s 
16 40-foot-by-foot spillway 
gates, which can release up to 
275,000 cubic feet per second 
of water.
That job was awarded to 
J.F. Brennan Co. Inc., a ma-
rine construction company 
from La Crosse, Wis., and is 
scheduled for completion in 
December 2014.
Another $1.69 million will 
go to repair drains on the 
5,000-foot-long spillway chan-
nel.
Three other projects will 
install relief well pipes, reha-
bilitate the spillway and con-
trol seepage.
Associated Press
MONTANA
www.
MONTANA
KAIMIN
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for T1D. The Foundation also 
reported that each year more 
than 15,000 children and 
15,000 adults are diagnosed 
with T1D in the U.S. Only 5 
percent of diabetes diagno-
ses are T1D, according to the 
American Diabetes Associa-
tion. 
Before Vowell finally went 
to the doctor, he suspected 
that he had diabetes. For a 
while, Vowell said he was 
constantly drinking water 
and going to the bathroom — 
a symptom of the disease, ac-
cording to the ADA. 
After a family ski trip, Vow-
ell said he knew he couldn’t 
wait any longer. He went to 
the doctor, and although the 
results were somewhat ex-
pected, Vowell said it was still 
scary. 
Vowell stayed in the hospi-
tal for a few days and imme-
diately began to learn how to 
live life with diabetes. He said 
he soon realized that although 
he had many new responsibil-
ities, life didn’t have to turn 
completely upside down. 
Vowell said he learned to 
check his blood sugar and 
how much insulin he needed 
to take when eating a bagel 
compared to chips. As long 
as someone learns how their 
body will respond to certain 
foods, he said, there are hard-
ly any limits.
“Ultimately, it’s an individ-
ual’s responsibility to manage 
their diabetes, but you can 
take the good with the bad,” 
Vowell said.
After being diagnosed, 
Vowell discovered what he 
wanted to do with his life. He 
said he wants to finish phar-
macy school and help others 
manage their diabetes — may-
be later even help research for 
a cure.  
Until then, Vowell said he 
will continue to live life to 
the fullest – and use his di-
abetes to do so. A few years 
ago he completed the Tour 
de Cure, a 100-mile bicycle 
ride that raises money for the 
ADA. Though his blood sugar 
dropped once or twice, Vow-
ell said he was completely in 
control of his diabetes. 
During the summers, 
Vowell has also participated 
in camps for children diag-
nosed with diabetes, where he 
builds on his passion for help-
ing people face the disease 
head-on. 
Vowell laughed as he talked 
about advising others to make 
DIABETES
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diabetes a positive thing, and 
said it might sound weird to 
some.
“I know not everyone who 
gets diabetes will be affect-
ed like I have, but those who 
get it do have to try to make a 
good out of this bad,” Vowell 
said. “It’s just my life now.” 
Carla Cox, a certified di-
abetes expert, said someone 
diagnosed with T1D would 
learn that it is very livable 
but tedious. Life can be pret-
ty normal but they have to re-
member to get insulin, check 
their blood sugar and count 
carbs when they eat, Cox said. 
While this keeps someone 
with diabetes safe and well 
educated on what they con-
sume, carb counting can have 
negative side effects, includ-
ing eating disorders.
 “Someone can definite-
ly begin to obsess about it,” 
Cox said, citing eating disor-
der rates as high as 14 percent 
among diabetics in some re-
gions.  
Cox said T1D can result 
from a combination of some-
one’s genetic makeup and a 
circumstance that can make 
someone more vulnerable — 
such as a virus like the chick-
en pox. 
A case of this can be seen 
with Grayson Mohr, a soph-
omore at the University of 
Montana. In 1998, Mohr was 
one of about 5,000 people in 
a three-week span to be diag-
nosed with T1D, he said. Doc-
tors told the Mohr family that 
there had been so many diag-
nosed, they believed a virus 
had triggered it. 
A few weeks before start-
ing kindergarten Mohr and 
his family went on a camping 
trip. In one afternoon, Mohr 
drank a water supply that was 
intended to last three days. 
His mom recognized the 
signs and took him to a dia-
betes clinic the next day. Soon 
after, the family confirmed he 
had T1D. 
“A person from the diabe-
tes clinic came over for din-
ner and to make sure we were 
doing okay,” Mohr said. “I re-
member hiding under my par-
ents’ bed for like an hour and 
a half because I was scared to 
take my shots.” 
He was about five years old 
at the time. 
With the help of goofy 
Band-Aids and his parents‘ 
reward system, Mohr said he 
adjusted to the diabetic life 
pretty quickly. 
However, 15 years later, 
living with diabetes still pres-
ents some problems.  
Mohr said that just last 
week he woke up around 
12:30 in the morning feeling 
sick and realized his insulin 
pump had run out. Mohr tried 
to walk upstairs to his room-
mates, but he vomited and 
had to wait until morning to 
get help. 
Mohr said it had been 
about nine or ten hours since 
he had insulin in his system. 
This had happened sever-
al times in his life, but Mohr 
said that particular instance 
was beyond anything he had 
experienced before.
“I called in a roommate and 
said, this doesn’t look okay, I 
was throwing up blood and 
I had never done that before 
— this one was a special occa-
sion,” Mohr said.  
After taking a few days to 
recover, it was back to the life 
of a normal college student, 
Mohr said. 
“I actually think I was in-
credibly lucky to get diabe-
tes,” Mohr said. “Just because 
I look around in the world and 
what people have sometimes 
— diabetes is pretty damn 
easy — at least I’d rather this 
than something else.” 
katheryn.houghton@umontana.edu
Austin Smith/ Montana Kaimin
Clark Vowell’s insulin pump stays on at all times, and keeps him from being forced to prick his finger each day.
PLEASED?
PISSED?
Write a letter.
Please email letters of 
300 words or fewer to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com 
or drop them off in 
Don Anderson Hall 208. 
Please include a 
phone number. Letters are 
printed on Thursdays.
PETRIFIED?
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University of Montana public relations officer Casey Gunter reviews sexual safety and law with students Hailey 
Powers, left, Chris Dobson, center, and Luis Galicia Wednesday night in the Social Science building. Weekly 
forums are held to discuss  aspects of criminology work. 
After spending nearly two and 
a half hours in discussion over two 
meetings, ASUM left its biggest 
agenda item on the table Wednes-
day night, and instead voted to 
place two measures on the upcom-
ing election ballots.
ASUM voted to table a resolution 
that would limit campus election fi-
nancing for student groups to $300. 
The resolution would limit the 
amount of influence of student 
groups, corporations and special in-
terest groups that may have a vested 
interest in ballot items, which stu-
dents vote on in ASUM elections. It 
would limit the amount groups can 
spend to campaign for or against 
items. 
“We would ensure that all out-
side groups have a fair and equal 
chance in elections,” senator Shelby 
Dolezal said.
ASUM already regulates cam-
paign spending for its senators, 
business manager and executive 
team. 
Senators made multiple amend-
ments to the resolution, substantial-
ly changing parts of it. Those chang-
es caused clarity issues for many 
senators, which resulted in ASUM 
voting to table the resolution. 
Dustin Leftridge, a board mem-
ber for MontPIRG, said clarity in 
the campaign finance resolution is 
important for every future ASUM 
elections.
“You have a bill that says some-
thing now and three years down 
the road it may mean something 
different,” Leftridge said. 
The resolution received sup-
port from some campus groups 
throughout the two meetings.  
“We’ve heard from the College 
Democrats, College Libertarians 
and as a member of the College Re-
Students to vote on $2
sustainable fee hike
ASUM Weekly Review
Jackson Bolstad
Montana Kaimin
publicans, we support this,” Senator 
Brandon Simpson said. “It’s prob-
ably the first time we have had all 
three support something.”
ASUM also voted Wednesday 
to place an optional $6 sustainabili-
ty fee on its ballot as a referendum 
item for student vote. The ballot 
would increase the current fee by 
$2.
“This is about if we want to con-
tinue a program that we have in-
vested in for five or six years now,” 
ASUM president Zach Brown said. 
“Do we want to continue to invest in 
sustainable energy, and do we want 
to invest in providing sustainable 
energy solutions to buildings on 
this campus?”
The current fee, which students 
pay with their tuition, supports 
the sustainability coordinator and 
the Kless Revolving Energy Loan 
Fund, which provides student 
with resources to start sustainabil-
ity projects.
“If you’re upset about your uni-
versity bill, you can opt-out of the 
$6 within three clicks,” said Senator 
Gwendolyn Coon.
ASUM also voted to place an 
item on its election ballot referen-
dum that would reserve two of its 
26-senate seats for a student from 
Missoula College and from the 
Graduate School.
“By and large the (Missoula Col-
lege and Graduate School) are not 
actively engaged with students on 
a day to day basis,” ASUM lobbyist 
Asa Hohman said. “This is an op-
portunity for them to have a voice 
on this body.”
The two seats would automati-
cally be given to a Missoula College 
student and a Graduate School stu-
dent that runs for a senate position, 
eliminating the need to be elected. If 
no student from either student body 
runs, the seats will be given back to 
at-large candidates. 
“Students voted to expand this 
body last year, which means we 
have more seats and more repre-
sentation than we had previously,” 
Senator Damara Simpson said. “I 
see nothing wrong with reserving 
two of those seats.” 
Senator Ryan Hazen said the 
Missoula College and Graduate 
School should not be given special 
privilege just because they are un-
derrepresented. 
“What’s to say that the Depart-
ment of Forestry can’t get their 
own senate seat because they’re 
underrepresented?” Hazen said. “If 
they’re underrepresented, (ASUM) 
should be reaching out to them.”
Students will be able to vote on 
the two ballot items on May 1 and 2 
in ASUM’s general election. 
jackson.bolstad@umontana.edu
@JaxBolstad
to understand procedures,” said 
student coordinator Christopher 
Dobson. “And unfortunately if 
you’re not educated about the 
law system it can hurt you down 
the line.” 
Part of the Criminology Club, 
the SLEA holds weekly drop-in 
sessions Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
in Social Sciences 344. Classes 
feature presentations by experts 
from both local and federal agen-
cies who cover a wide range of 
topics, from domestic abuse to ex-
plosive ordinance disposal. 
“It’s an education opportuni-
ty with real life specialists,” said 
course instructor Thomas John-
son, UM’s public safety communi-
ty liaison. 
Students have a chance to per-
sonally question and interact with 
the speakers, all while munching 
on complimentary pizza provided 
by Johnson. 
“Meeting them is really help-
ful,” said Hailey Powers, a soph-
POLICE
From page 1 omore majoring in criminology 
and psychology. “I’m not sure 
what I want to do career wise so 
it’s a good lens that you wouldn’t 
usually get.”
This week, UM’s community 
relations officer Casey Gunter 
gave a presentation on criminal 
law. 
Sexual assault dominated the 
discussion and Gunter’s main 
teaching points highlighted le-
gal definitions, state prosecution 
procedures and current trends 
in law enforcement.
Gunter said the growing strat-
egy is integrating resource offi-
cers within communities, rather 
than enforcing from outside.
Some audience members 
commented that sexual assault 
should be combated through 
actual prevention techniques, 
rather simply advocating people 
avoid risky situations.
Gunter agreed.
“Concentration needs to be on 
the perpetrator,” he said. “Not 
the victim.”
Students like Powers consid-
ered the approach to be well- 
founded.
“I’m into more of the sociology 
aspect of it,” she said. “We should 
try to change society’s norms.”
SLEA classes will continue 
until April 24. In past years the 
course has culminated with a live 
range day at Deer Creek Shooting 
Range. Officer Johnson said that 
will depend on the number of par-
ticipants this year. 
For students who aspire toward 
careers in the law enforcement 
field, like Chris Dobson, partici-
pating in the SLEA is a no-brainer. 
But Dobson said the information 
taught would also benefit citizens 
in everyday situations.   
For example, he said, the rea-
son cops place their hands your 
car when they pull you over, is to 
establish finger print evidence in 
case you flee. 
“If you were contemplating 
driving away, that memory might 
click in your mind and stop you,” 
Dobson said. “One of our goals 
is to prevent simple interactions 
with law enforcement from esca-
lating.”
brett.berntsen@umontana.edu
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Takeaways from spring football practices
Grady Higgins
Montana Kaimin
The University of Montana 
football team had its sixth 
practice of spring workouts on 
Wednesday night under the 
lights in Washington Grizzly 
Stadium, but there was inten-
sity in the air that felt like any-
thing but mere drills. 
Other than last Saturday’s 
scrimmage, it was the Griz-
zlies’ first contact practice of 
the season and the popping of 
shoulder pads echoed off the 
empty bleachers. 
Last season, UM had its 
worst season since 1985, going 
5-6, but they are returning 18 
starters, 10 of which are on de-
fense. 
Here is a brief look into 
what the football team is 
working on to improve upon 
from last year’s disappointing 
season.
Ball Control
It may seem like an obvi-
ous thing for coaches to em-
phasize, but ball control was 
one of the Grizzlies’ Achilles’ 
heels last season, as they had 
several late-game turnovers 
that ended up costing them.
Ten lines formed along the 
20-yard line on the north end 
of the field, with two players 
from each line pitted against 
one another, with the same 
goal: fight for the ball.
‘Tis the season
Even as “Down with the 
Sickness” by Disturbed blared 
over the PA system, head 
coach Mick Delaney could be 
heard screaming at his play-
ers.
“I don’t care what it takes, 
guys,” Delaney said. “It’s your 
job to take the ball away from 
the other guy. This is serious.”
One particular fight for the 
ball was the battle between 
running back Jordan Canada 
and cornerback Josh Dennard, 
who ended the 10-yard scrum 
for the football in a stalemate 
as they both spilled over the 
10-yard line.
Question Marks on Of-
fense
The Griz lost two of their 
three top rushers from last 
season, Peter Nguyen and 
Dan Moore, to graduation. 
However, UM returns Jordan 
Canada, who was second on 
the team in rush attempts and 
earned 5 yards per carry. 
Joey Counts saw action in 
five games late in the season 
due to Moore’s injury and 
showed his potential against 
Idaho State, racking up almost 
100 yards of total offense and 
hauling in two touchdown 
catches. 
Counts powered his way for 
a couple of nice runs during a 
brief 11-on-11 drill, including 
a hard-fought eight-yard gain 
up the sideline that got the 
sideline and coaching staff 
fired up. 
The quarterback position 
is also still an open competi-
tion with no clear favorite at 
this point. Sophomore Trent 
McKinney, who started the 
first eight games last year, ap-
peared to be taking snaps with 
the first team. On the first play 
of 11-on-11, McKinney threw 
a strike to speedy wide out 
Taylor Walcott about 40 yards 
downfield for a completion. 
Also vying for the start-
ing job are redshirt junior 
Shay Smithwick-Hann and 
Jordan Johnson. Johnson was 
the Grizzlies’ starter two sea-
sons ago, but did not appear 
to be participating in drills 
Wednesday night. 
Defensive Leadership
The Griz return two 
all-America selections from a 
year ago in linebacker Jordan 
Tripp and defensive end Zack 
Wagenmann. The Associat-
ed Press named Tripp to the 
second-team all-FCS, while 
Wagenmann was a third-team 
pick. Both were also first-team 
all-Big Sky selections. 
As a whole, the Griz are re-
turning all but one starter on 
defense, as defensive end Ty-
rone Holmes will replace Josh 
Harris. The experience of the 
“D” should propel a group 
forward that was fourth in the 
FCS in rushing yards allowed 
per game last year. 
grady.higgins@umontana.edu
@gradyhiggins
Kjelby Oiland (69) prepares to hike the ball during Wednesday’s spring foot-
ball practice. 
Tommy Martino/Montana Kaimin
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Mother Nature threw the 
University of Montana base-
ball team a curve last weekend, 
dropping temperatures into the 
low 30s and forcing them to 
postpone their showdown with 
Montana State until next week. 
The Griz will take on the Uni-
versity of Idaho to start North-
ern Pacific Conference play in a 
three-game series starting Sat-
urday in Moscow.
Even though the opponent 
has changed, Griz manager 
Ryan Sharkey said the message 
of starting out No-Pac play on 
the right foot hasn’t. 
“Like I said last week, we 
can’t afford to dig ourselves into 
a hole to start off the year,” Shar-
key said. “It doesn’t really mat-
ter if we’re facing MSU or Idaho. 
We have to be prepared to play 
no matter what happens with 
the scheduling.”
UM dominated the Vandals 
a season ago, sweeping all four 
games in the spring and add-
ing a victory last fall. However, 
Sharkey said he expects to face 
a much better group in Moscow.
“This is only their second sea-
son back in the league and they 
have a new coach, but they’re a 
pretty scrappy group,” Sharkey 
said. “I saw a lot of improve-
ment out of them when we faced 
them in the fall as opposed to 
last spring. From what I’ve seen, 
they have been getting nothing 
but better in Moscow.”
Senior starting pitcher Hunt-
er Day, who is in his first spring 
season, faced Idaho last fall and 
UM baseball begins conference play in Idaho
BASEBALL
Grady Higgins
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said if his team is able to keep 
up the run production they had 
when these teams last squared 
off, that they will be able to van-
quish the Vandals. 
“We were able to put up 
quite a few runs against them 
last year, so I think we’re pretty 
confident offensively going into 
this weekend,” Day said. “Then 
for me, as a pitcher, I’m not a guy 
who is going to blow by any-
body, so I really need to focus on 
hitting my spots and throwing 
strikes.”
Junior infielder Will Cote 
said he sees UM’s depth as an 
advantage over Idaho. 
“We have a lot of confidence 
from how we played against 
them previously, but I also think 
we’re a more dominant team all 
around than they are,” Cote said. 
“We definitely expect to take all 
three games against them.”
The Griz haven’t played since 
the Mesquite, Nev., tournament 
in early March, but Sharkey said 
the time off has been beneficial 
for his group.
“Even though it was disap-
pointing having last week’s 
games cancelled, it gave us some 
time to be able to get outside 
and really focus on our offense, 
which is understandably behind 
our defense at this time of the 
year,” he said. “But we’ve shown 
strides in our bats every day this 
week, and I expect that to carry 
over into the weekend.”
Cote said that as a hitter, it 
has been great to finally get out-
side of the practice facility.
“It’s been really nice to prac-
tice outside (at Ogren Park) be-
cause it’s not only a beautiful 
park but as a hitter, it’s hard to 
make a lot of strides in the gym,” 
Cote said. “We’re definitely lov-
ing the sunshine and taking ad-
vantage of it as much as we can.”
Even with improved offense, 
Sharkey said he expects his 
squad’s defense to be the key to 
coming out ahead against the 
Vandals.
“Our defense is right at or 
even a little ahead of where I 
expected it to be this time of the 
year,” Sharkey said. “We were 
able to play pretty flawlessly 
in that regard in Mesquite, so I 
think combined with our work 
on offense this week, (that) will 
end up being the difference this 
weekend.”
The Griz start off the three-
game series against Idaho with 
a doubleheader Saturday start-
ing at 11 a.m. They finish out the 
weekend with a game on Sun-
day, also at 11 a.m. 
grady.higgins@umontana.edu
@gradyhiggins
Ryota Hoshino yells after making a hit during practice Wednesday in Ogren Park at Allegiance Field. The Griz start conference play this Saturday versus 
Idaho State in Moscow, Idaho. 
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
